The mother of a dead baby baboon can spend days, even weeks, in behavior patterns resembling grief. The mother's appetite wanes, and she searches familiar haunts for her baby. Eventually, however, her life returns to normal. She socializes, has more babies, and behaves like any other healthy, female baboon. S uch stories have been used as evidence for qualitative differences between human and animal emotions. Human mothers tell us that they never forget a lost child. The grief that humans experience-and the joy, the excitement-surely is unlike that in any other species. True, baboons seek lost offspring, and dogs howl their missing companions, but we assume that these emotions are no match for ours. We could be wrong.
